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The New York Times : The New York Times Little Black (and White) Book of Crosswords  before purchasing it 
in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The New York Times Little Black (and 
White) Book of Crosswords: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Spiral-Bound --- my choice from now on!By TXRedI love NY 
Times/Will Short crosswords -- and from now on I'll only buy these spiral bound collections. The act of entering the 
words into the crosswords on these quality pages is enjoyable in itself. I use pencil/eraser method and the paper is 
perfect for that. They are clear and large enough for me to see with my reading glasses. Difficulty ranges from Easy up 
to Brain Killer -- and the level of difficulty is marked and organized in the book, starting with 1 star (or top hat or 
other design in the various spiral-bound, firm cover books like this) to 5 or even more symbols. When I began working 
NYT crosswords maybe 10 years ago, I could only do the lower levels (i.e., Monday and Tuesday puzzles) but now I 
try the higher levels (with progressively more peeks to the solutions in the back as the level increased). Yes, they're 
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relatively expensive but the experience of writing in these books (and pages lie flat with spiral-bount) with paper that 
is designed to be written on with pencil/eraser or ink make working the puzzles a "luxury" experience compared, say, 
to newsprint or cheap pulpy puzzle books.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. the best out thereBy 
graphitiAs I wrote in a review about another crossword book in this series, these NYT spiral hard-cover compilations 
by Will Shortz are my favorite crossword books. The size is comfortable, the spiral binding and page layout make it 
easy to use, the hard cover and heavy paper give it a quality feel (and no bleed-thru), and the puzzles offer a good 
range of easy to difficult. I love being able to choose how challenged I want to be at a given time.This one is my 
favorite in the series so far. It breaks the puzzles up into 5 levels from very easy to extremely challenging, and 
contains more puzzles (200) than some of the others in the series. There is one puzzle where the wrong grid has been 
printed opposite it so it can't be worked (surprised that no one caught that in the proofing), but with 200 in this volume 
that was a minor issue. The quality printing and binding of these spiral bound, hard-cover NYT crossword books can't 
be beat. All in all, the top-notch production, long with the feature of offering different degrees of difficulty, make them 
the best out there.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Heavier than I expected but quite pleasingBy +or-
The thickness of this book is greater than I expected, but I'm not complaining, just not throwing it into my bag to carry 
on a daily basis. The cover is very rigid but smooth to the touch which is exceptional. The paper quality is very smooth 
and extremely white, the text easy on the eyes. I've used pencil, pen and erasable pen with no problems at all. If I press 
hard, however, some of the imprinted ink may transfer to the page underneath. It doesn't bother me because I like the 
heavier paper and full page format. The puzzles are separated into Monday through Saturday categories and unlike 
other books, the spiral binding allows for moving from one section to another without messing up the spine. It's easy to 
do these in a reclining position as well. Answers are placed four on a page so the book is not much thicker, since there 
are 200 assorted puzzles. I have yet to find errors in the puzzles, but then I've only done about a dozen of the Monday 
through Wednesday difficulties thus far. I love the paper, puzzles and format. I have experienced enough, "Oh yeah, I 
get it," reactions to keep me challenged. I absolutely would recommend this "little" black and white book of 
crosswords and am eager to do one right now!

It's smart. It's stylish. It's fun! And with its unique design, The New York Times Little Black (and White) Book of 
Crosswords is bound to be the "must-have" collection for any crossword fan. Edited by crossword great Will Shortz, 
this beautiful book offers 200 easy-to-hard puzzles in a convenient portable size, perfect for carrying in your purse, 
briefcase, or backpack. Features:* 200 of The New York Times' best puzzles, arranged according to difficulty* Sleek 
design with a covered spiral binding makes it easy to solve puzzles* Durable hardcover protects the book as it travels 
with you wherever you go* The perfect crossword gift for any holiday* Edited by Will Shortz.

About the AuthorWill Shortz has been the crossword puzzle editor of The New York Times since 1993. He is also the 
puzzlemaster on NPR's Weekend Edition Sunday and is founder and director of the annual American Crossword 
Puzzle Tournament. He has edited countless books of crossword puzzles, Sudoku, KenKen, and all manner of brain-
busters. 


