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Henry Rathvon, The New York Times, Emily Cox : The New York Times Acrostic Puzzles Volume 10: 50 
Engaging Acrostics from the Pages of The New York Times  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised The New York Times Acrostic Puzzles Volume 10: 50 Engaging Acrostics 
from the Pages of The New York Times: 

6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. Disappointed!By EdieBeeI love acrostics (or the formerly named 
double crostics) and these are a travesty of books I purchased in the past. Firstly, they are made up of phony 
quotations. Instead of smooth complete paragraphs, the quotes are bunches of short phrases connected with "...". The 
creators were too lazy to find actual quotes so they make them up. Secondly, there are too many mistakes. Letters in 
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the puzzle often have the wrong designations.Thirdly, there are some themed puzzles which are just odd - one puzzle 
had a theme relating to printing. It had clues like "type styles" or "font names" . Fourthly, my main enjoyment in doing 
these puzzles is working back from the quote to the clues. I love looking at the quote and figuring out the words by 
their placement and the number of letters in each.group. But...because of the fractured quotes, the syntax is abnormal. 
Finally, there are too many difficult clue words. By that, I mean words that the average educated person would STILL 
not know - I.e. names of authors of obscure works, names of chemicals or species, answers that don't REALLY fit the 
clue.and more. Some of these are to be expected, but too many paralyze the solving challenge.0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. Challenging and clever (and solvable)By Victor L. YuThis acrostic (anacrostic) book is 
more fun than the Thomas Middleton creations in that clues are difficult, but rather clever.3 examples from one 
puzzle: Question: Piece of cake (2 words)? : Answer: "No Sweat". Question: Writer on Friday ? Answer: Defoe. 
Question: Call from a little septet(hyph)? Answer: Heigh-ho. The Middleton creations require that you look up 
obscure quotations on Google (or the Bible or book of poetry), so what is the skill of that? The NY Times collection 
shares this flaw, but the phrases are shorter and the puzzles solvable if you decipher the other clues. If not, use Google 
for obscure quotes if you remain stumped after a few days. If you are skilled in the Dell - Penny Puzzle anacrostics, 
this collection is for you. A feeling of accomplishment, if you solve it without using Google which I accomplished in 6 
of 50 puzzles...0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Dr. DennyI was pleased to find this.
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