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Max Euwe, M Blaine, J. F. S. Rumble : The Logical Approach to Chess  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Logical Approach to Chess: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. The Logical Choice!By Rev. John D. WhiteMax Euwe was not only 
a great chess player, an F.I.D.E. president during a tumultuous time, but also a beautiful, crystal clear chess writer. I 
have neither the natural talent or ability to play chess, as well as I would like to--but after reading Euwe's books I feel 
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like I can conqeur the world. His facility at laying out simply ideas for the weaker player is a rare gift. Well worth the 
money, and the time spent working through the book, or any of his books!0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. Four StarsBy Eric GuntherGreat book, the old-school notation is a little tough to get used to for someone not 
familiar.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Excellent Book on Basics for Adult Beginners, and also on 
How Where to Attack, and Defense by CounterattackingBy Tom MI like this book so much that I bought 3 copies of 
it - 2 for me and one for a friend.It's an excellent book for 'adult beginners' (it's 200+ pages, so not for young kids) - it 
does a great job explaining the basics of openings, middlegame play, and endings using verbal explanations and high-
level diagrams, without going through a lot of detailed variations that many beginners get lost in. It's easy to out-grow 
that part of the book if you're serious about chess, but I can't think of a better book to get started withBut the other part 
of the book that's great is Chapter 5 on attacking and defense by counterattack. This is good for players with rating up 
into the 1700s, in my opinion and this is the reason I bought the book for myself the second time (I gave my first copy 
away after outgrowing beginners' part of the book). I've never seen these basic concepts explained so clearly and 
simply anywhere else.

This has long been one of the standard books on basic chess strategy. It takes the player from the middle game of 
chess and shows how to take it to a favorable conclusion. TAKING basic principles of military strategy and applying 
them to the chess board, the authors of this remarkable book develop a logical, and highly original concept of the game 
which is both novel and unconventional. Chess is, in fact, war between two opponents who both have men to 
command, and a field on which to meet. From this simple proposition, and the suggestion that the advantage will be 
with the commander who is thoroughly acquainted with the terrain, the book analyzes logically and succinctly, each 
phase of the battle. The text is successfully illustrated with examples from the play of other players who were not 
masters, and the book can be considered as designed for players of some experience, but who have not attained 
championship status; with the double aim of providing both an analytical study of the army and the field -the board 
and the men- and a sure, basic insight with which to comprehend the finesse of the Chess-masters. Dr. Euwe's 
contribution is a guarantee of sound chess and there is, finally, a chapter on the human element; a factor that may well 
be vital, which suggests that aggressive spirit, keen psychology, and an intelligent grasp of a changing situation, are 
weapons of prime consequence at all stages of the game.

About the AuthorMax Euwe was born on May 20, 1901 in Amsterdam, Netherlands. He has long been regarded as 
almost an accidental world champion. This has resulted in a controversy that is still being debated today: Was Euwe 
really the strongest player in the world when he won the world championship in 1935? Regardless of that issue, Euwe 
was certainly the most active and prolific writer about the game. He was never a professional player. He had a real job. 
He was a math professor. After retirement he became a chess official. He was president of FIDE, the World Chess 
Federation, from 1970 to 1978. This was during the Cold War and Euwe had to make many difficult decisions for the 
good of chess. It was absolutely, definitely because of Euwe that Bobby Fischer got to sit down at the board to play a 
match for the World Chess Championship. Fischer had been disqualified many times along the way, the first time 
being when he refused to play in the US Championship that was a necessary preliminary to the World Chess 
Championship competition. Thus, Euwe had to walk the thin tightrope between getting Fischer to play while not 
causing the Spassky and the Soviets to refuse to compete because of favoritism shown to Fischer. Euwe died on 
November 26, 1981 in his native Amsterdam at age 80. 


