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J. H. Donner : The King: Chess Pieces  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my 
time, and all praised The King: Chess Pieces: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Chess bookBy Frederick H. JarmuzThank you for being so prompt. 
They said the book was used, however it looks brand new to me.Thanks again5 of 14 people found the following 
review helpful. the king-chess piecesBy Michael TrettelThis is a fun book to read about chess and some of the stories 
of the lives of grandmasters. A good read.27 of 27 people found the following review helpful. Six Stars!By j clarkJ.H. 
Donner was a chess journalist and Grandmaster from the Netherlands. This book assembles some of his best articles 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=9056911716


from his 30 year writing career. From the standpoint of reporting and history, you will get accounts of the author's 
contacts with Fischer, Spassky, Botvinnik, Petrosian, Bronstein, and other greats from that generation --that alone 
would have been worth the price. But in addition, what emerges is not only a portrait of Donner the man (and he was a 
character!), but also his fascinating commentary on the human condition. His provocative article on why women can't 
play chess seems at first to be the rantings of some benighted chauvinist pig, then you see that it is really a tongue-in-
cheek tribute to women, and by the end you realize it is something else altogether. Donner has a great feel for irony, a 
gift for constructing delicious insults, and a sideways approach to his subjects that simply confounds expectations. 
You won't learn any opening theory, or build your tactical skills, but you will laugh and be entertained. Send more 
stars!

J.H.Donner (1927 - 1988) was a Dutch Grandmaster and one of the greatest writers about chess of all time. He was a 
chess reporter and a chess columnist, as well as an annotator of the game, but above all he was a witty and 
unpredictable commentator of everything and everybody, both inside and outside the chess world. Donner's favourite 
themes are: Bobby Fischer, the blunder, chess as a game of luck, why women can't play chess, madness, and poor 
Lodewijk Prins, his rival for the Dutch National Championship for many years, who, according to Donner, couldn't tell 
a bishop from a knight. A book full of insults and ironies, but Donner wouldn't be Donner without a considerable 
amount of self-mockery.

"The best chess book ever written." -- Jeremy Silman"His reportorial style reminds one of the 'gonzo' journalism of 
Hunter S. Thompson fame, and his polemics are reminiscent of such great scourges of hypocrisy as H.L.Mencken." -- 
Taylor Kinston 


