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Michael Basman : TheKiller Grob (Pergamon Chess Series) before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not
it would be worth my time, and all praised The Killer Grob (Pergamon Chess Series):

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Dated but nice book.By voltronThe book is dated, but there are not
many books on this opening. The book is nicely written and concise in the sense that it wont deep into alternative
move, basically the main moves and the most common replies. Thisis not an opening that will make you agm, but can
be great suprise factor in blitz and against players 1800 or less. Against playersin 1500 - 1800 level | find that many
fall for the traps covered in the book. The end of the book also has a test to see how well you understand the opening
and helps you give arating on this opening. Overall well written, dated ( but not much other material out there) and
will be agreat tool if your in the mood to go offbeat and throw off your opponent from move 1.1 of 1 people found the
following review helpful. Be GROB-masterBy R. Y oungEspecially recommended for those who want a chess opening
that is sound, while not being stale, Michael Basman is creative, informative, and witty. Question, did anyone else
notice the reference to Jerry Lee Lewis? Tee hee hee! "The killer Grob™" isajoy to read, whether you employ Michael
Basman's favorite system, or not. My advice: if you're familiar with playing 1.b4, ak.a. "The Orangutan' then the Grob
isanatural complement. See also, Play 1b4!: Shock your opponents with the Sokolsky (Everyman Chess). It is strange
that the Grob gets labeled as poor, but the Orangutan Opening is viewed more favorably: both share agood deal in
common. They are areversed mirror; g4 mirrors aparallel side of b4. Still, the key concepts remain very much alike.
So, why not infuse something fresh, bold, and stimulating into your opening? Why not allow yourself to be more
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creative in the opening with the Grob.Also, if you're looking to add, or appreciate, the psychological value of 'Shock
Awe' over the board mull over using the Grob. It will catch most club players unacquainted -- and you will find that
your superior understanding gives you an edge in the earlier stages of the game. Michael Basman has used 'irregular’
chess openings over hislong career, in these pages; he provides some stellar examples of his pet system. Always solid
in the endgame Basman persists herein with dynamic play from the get-go. Omitted is Claude Bloodgood's familiar
and aggressive ling, [only a brief mention is given]; Mr. Basman prefers defending the g pawn by way of h3, in
contrast to: The Tactical Grob. Note: the g4 opening can be used effectively against players of Master strength; in
addition, "The Killer Grob" demonstrates that Basman's reputation, as afeisty opponent is well deserved: Michael
Basman's career demonstrates a vast amount of success with the Grob. | encourage players to download some of his
games and explore.Question: so, is the Grob playable -- the answer is aresounding yes! To my way of thinking, if an
opening works for a player -- then, the opening is good. Too often, the Grob is, incorrectly, categorized as unplayable,
gimmicky, or weak -- avexing, and mistaken idea. Habitually in fact, 'Unorthodox' openings get victimized by afalse
dichotomy: to be retrieved from either of two categories, “Virtuous' or “Substandard,' playable or unplayable. On the
contrary, | find the Grob [ The Borg Defense] is like a scalpel when it isin the hands of a skilled practitioner. Duncan
Vs Basman, St. Albans, 1989 is genuinely interesting -- after 12 moves Basman is ably applying steady pressure in the
center: more or less steering this game: | quote page 67: "This could almost be a textbook position for Black in this
variation -- he has completed his devel opment, established a good position in the centre and even has open files
against the enemy King. ..." [That's more than most of us could do in 12 moves :-).] Thisis an opening for the
aggressive player! Still, if you aretimid in your attack -- the Grob likely will assist in sharpening opening
attacks.Chess games that utilize the Grob are never dull: they are lively battles! The Grob can be used as White or
Black with egqual effectiveness -- Mr. Basman deals with White's ways of waging war against The Borg extremely
well, [The Grob played as black is The Borg Defense]. White openg/attacks with f4, White opens with h4, White
attacks with other combative schemes to counter the Borg. | especially enjoyed the portion of the book dealing with
the Borg Defense. | offer an illustration of the power of the Borg Defense [White is forced to resign.][Event
"Tournament"][Site "Spain"][Date "1992.7?.7?'][Round "4"][White "Muniz Carlos'][Black "Aguera Naredo Javier
(ESP)"][TimeControl "-"][Result "0-1"][ECO "A10"][WhiteELO "-"][BlackELO "2345"]1.c4 g5 2.d4 h6 3.Nc3 Bg7
4.e4 c55.Nge2 Nc6 6.Be3 Qa5 7.Qd2 d6 8.d5 Ne5 9.Ng3 Nf6 10.f4 gxf4 11.Bxf4 Ng6 12.Be3 h5 13.Bd3 Ng414.Nb5
Qb6 15.h3 Nxe3 16.Qxe3 ab 17.e5 Nxe5 18.0-0 axb5 19.Rael bxc4 20.Bf5 Kd8 21.Bxc8 Kxc8 22.Qg5 Bf6 23.Rxf6
exf6 24.Qxf6 Qd8 25.Qf5+ Qd7 26.Qf6 Kc7 27.Ne4 Rae8 28.Kh1 b6 29.a4 Qe7 30.Qf5 Qh4 31.g3 Qe7 32.Nc3 Qd7
33.Nb5+ Kb8 34.Qf 1 Nd3 35.Rb1 Re3 36.Kg2 Rhe8 37.Nc3 h4 38.g4 Qe7 39.a5 Qe5 40.axb6 Qg3+ 0-1To sum up,
thisis agreat book, well-written, and really fun to read: the best book dealing with the Grob. I'm reading it from cover
to cover, learning Basman's lines of attack; buy this, it iswell worth the price -- supplying a new hammer in the chess
toolbox. There's not adry spot in to be found in these pages.O of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five
StarsBy pearl jam dudeExcellent Transaction...Recommended!
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