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Irving Chernev : The fireside book of chess,  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth 
my time, and all praised The fireside book of chess,: 

6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. A delight for the chess loverBy Robert J. NewellDon't read this book 
to learn or improve your game (although that will happen at least to some degree anyways). Read it because you are a 
chess lover and you want to read some marvelous stories and anecdotes, all the more delighful because of their age 
(this is a 1949 book). A small third of the book is stories; a larger third is oddities, problems, studies, etc; and the 
largest third (really about half the book) is a collection of games which were chosen not so much for their teaching 
value as for their revealing certain facets of the game.To experience the charm and nostalgia of this book, search 
around for a hard-cover original (I got one for about five dollars) and eschew the trade paperback reissues. The hard-
cover has a nice substantial "bulk" and is a pleasure to use, all the more so with a worn copy that has been enjoyed by 
many other chess fans.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Robert W. SmithGotta have this 
for light reading about our favorite game. Something of a classic in the chess world.0 of 0 people found the following 
review helpful. David likes the book@!!!By David P. SkaarI made the mistake of giving a copy away years ago. I was 
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so glad to get one on the .com. The book is dated 1949 but the games and reading is timeless.


