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Kathleen Stewart : Ordinary Affects before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my
time, and all praised Ordinary Affects:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Gorgeous writing. Kathleen Stewart provides a remarkable glimpse
into ...By clairetexasGorgeous writing. Kathleen Stewart provides a remarkable glimpse into average America,
infusing her stories with a sense of fantasy and surrealism.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Stewart
captures the ordinary in creative yet familiar means and ...By Trista ReisStewart captures the ordinary in creative yet
familiar means and discusses affect theory in away that makes sense! | constantly think back on this book ever since |
read it this summer.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. One of my favorite books...By Emily B Jonesl


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0822341077

bought this as atext for one of my graduate school classes, and it's the dessert that | got to reward myself with after
finishing my veggies for dinner.

Ordinary Affectsisasingular argument for attention to the affective dimensions of everyday life and the potential that
animates the ordinary. Known for her focus on the poetics and politics of language and landscape, the anthropol ogist
Kathleen Stewart ponders how ordinary impacts create the subject as a capacity to affect and be affected. In a series of
brief vignettes combining storytelling, close ethnographic detail, and critical analysis, Stewart relates the intensities
and banalities of common experiences and strange encounters, half-spied scenes and the lingering resonance of
passing events. While most of the instances rendered are from Stewarts own life, she writes in the third person in order
to reflect on how intimate experiences of emotion, the body, other people, and time inextricably link us to the outside
world.Stewart refrains from positing an overarching systemwhether its called globalization or neoliberalism or
capitalismto describe the ways that economic, political, and social forces shape individual lives. Instead, she begins
with the disparate, fragmented, and seemingly inconsequential experiences of everyday life to bring attention to the
ordinary as an integral site of cultural politics. Ordinary affect, sheinsists, isregistered in its particularities, yet it
connects people and creates common experiences that shape public feeling. Through this anecdotal historyone that
poetically ponders the extremes of the ordinary and portrays the dense network of social and persona connections that
constitute a lifeStewart asserts the necessity of attending to the fleeting and changeabl e aspects of existence in order to
recogni ze the complex personal and social dynamics of the political world.

Ordinary Affects works superbly as a challenge to prevailing norms of social and cultural research and as an effective
call to surface, to the mundane, and the ordinary. . . . At their best, [these vignettes] are as fascinating as a short story
by Raymond Carver, though they show an intellectual lineage with figures like Walter Benjamin, Michel Leiris, and
Michael Taussig . - Craig Campbell, Space and Culture



