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Glenn Flear : Offbeat Spanish: Meeting the Spanish without 3...a6  before purchasing it in order to gage whether 
or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Offbeat Spanish: Meeting the Spanish without 3...a6: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. A very useful introduction to Ruy Lopez without 3... a6. 
(Schliemann, Berlin, Classical, Steinitz, Bird, Cozio, Smyslov, etc.)By Mullhaupt PhilippeThis book is interesting as it 
gives a good overview of many alternatives to the main line of the Ruy Lopez with a6. I do not agree with the reviewer 
that gave it a one star rating, simply because the author does not propose the best moves and explanations that go with 
it. This book, as many others, presents topical games that proceed well into the middle and endgame, which then 
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demonstrates the tactical and especially the strategical ideas behind the first moves. With this in mind, the book is then 
always useful even when lines get out of fashion because of some refutation of some sort appearing down the road. 
One can always use the massive databases and engines to sort things out. As for the explanations provided for every 
move, I personally find the details more than sufficient. This work picked my interest in playing the Bird for instance.

Deciding what to play against the Ruy Lopez (or the Spanish Game) is a perennial problem for those who play open 
games as black. Its all too easy to play too passively and end up having to face what is known as the Spanish 
Torture.In this book Grandmaster Glenn Flear studies a wide variety of ambitious and offbeat answers catering for 
many different styles of player. From the super solid Steinitz to the uncompromising Schliemann, theres enough 
choice here for any prospective black player facing the Lopez. On the other hand, this book is also perfect for white 
players looking for the best way to deal with those avoiding the main lines.* Written by a Lopez expert* Ideas and 
strategies for both sides* Up to date theory on the sharpest lines 

From the Back CoverDeciding what to play against the Spanish Game (classically known as the Ruy Lopez) is a 
perennial problem for those who play 'open games' as Black. It's all too easy to play too passively and end up having to 
face what is known as the 'Spanish Torture'. In this book Grandmaster Glenn Flear studies a wide variety of ambitious 
and offbeat answers for many different playing styles. From the super-solid Berlin to the uncompromising 
Schliemann, there is enough choice here for any prospective black player facing the Spanish. On the other hand, this 
book is also perfect for Spanish enthusiasts looking for the best way to deal with those avoiding the main lines. (6 1/4 
x 9 1/4, 144 pages, diagrams) 


