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Chris Ward : Offbeat Nimzo-Indian  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my 
time, and all praised Offbeat Nimzo-Indian: 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Interesting selection of lines, but...By A. VishnyakovThis book by 
GM Ward explains (relatively) rare and aggressive systems against the Nimzo: Open Saemisch, Saemisch, Leningrad 
and Romanishin systems. Less attention is given to the Spielman system. I bought this book in order to add Saemisch 
system to my opening repertoir. Because 4. f3 and 4. a3 systems heavily intersect, the author first explains 4. f3, which 
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he refers to as "open Saemisch" and then analyses the variations which do not involve f2-f3, so called "Stand-alone 
Saemisch".Pros:1) the book is fairly comprehensive, but at the same time is not just a collection of variations to 
memorize. Each of the main lines is exeplified by a commented game, and more games are given in the comments that 
describe deviations. The book is drastically different from now popular "easy" style. It gives no recipies to follow, and 
it's a good thing. However, Ward's book is not a really boring kind exeplified by Taimanov's monograph.Cons1) I 
would like to see more explanations of basic pawn structures and plans related to them. This would make 
understanding the games easier2) Basic ideas are easier to explain using pioneering classical games and I didn't find a 
single one even in comments. This makes the book difficult to use for a weaker player who intends to use this book as 
a main resource in his/her studies of an offbeat system from the scratch.do not want to sound negative. A good 
opening book is not easy to find. This one was certainly worth my time and money2 of 9 people found the following 
review helpful. An in-depth chess guide to the Nimzo-Indian defenseBy Midwest Book ReviewWritten by 
Grandmaster, former British Champion, and Nimzo-Indian expert Chris Ward, Offbeat Nimzo-Indian is an in-depth 
chess guide to the Nimzo-Indian defense, one of Black's most intractable means of fortifying itself against White. 
Offbeat Nimzo-Indian specifically examines three underrated ways of retaliating against the Nimzo: the Samisch, the 
Leningrad and the 4 f3 variation. Each technique can be used to heavily pressure one's opponent from the very 
beginning of the game. A wealth of examples and sample games expertly illustrate this focused supplementary guide 
for intermediate to advanced chess players.

The Nimzo-Indian Defence continues to be one of Black's most reliable ways of meeting the queen's pawn opening. 
It's popular at all levels of chess and a constant source of anxiety for White players. In this book Grandmaster Chris 
Ward investigates unusual White tries, including three uncompromising and underrated ways of battling against the 
Nimzo: the Smisch, the Leningrad, and the 4 f3 variation. Each line is ideal for putting the opponent under immediate 
pressure from the start of the game. 

From the Back CoverThe Nimzo-Indian Defence continues to be one of Black's most reliable ways of meeting the 
queen's pawn opening. It's popular at all levels of chess and a constant source of anxiety for White players. How can 
White find a worthwhile line against this incredibly firm defense? How can White set his Nimzo opponent difficult 
tasks from the outset? Perhaps it's time to look somewhere different from the well-trodden main lines.In this book 
Grandmaster and renowned openings expert Chris Ward investigates unusual white tries, including three 
uncompromising and underrated ways of battling against the Nimzo: the Smisch, the Leningrad and the 4 f3 variation. 
Each line is ideal for putting your opponent under immediate pressure from the start of the game. By studying the 
various strategies and tactics in these variations, White players can confidently arm themselves with three new 
menacing lines against the Nimzo, while Black players must again search carefully for antidotes!*All the principal 
lines are covered*Written by a renowned Nimzo-Indian expert*Explains the basic elements, strategies and tactics for 
both sides*Ideal for club and tournament players 


