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Mary Rimmer : Number Freaking: How to Change the World with Delightfully Surreal Statistics  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Number Freaking: How to 
Change the World with Delightfully Surreal Statistics: 
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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A different perspectiveBy M. H. HansenGreat read. Gives a different 
perspective of how numbers affect daily life. Also gives great ideas of how to use numbers in your own favor. Perfect 
while waiting in airports.8 of 11 people found the following review helpful. Useless elementary number gamesBy 
Kab00mIf you like getting emails of random trivia (i.e. "37% of all people have attached earlobes. 75% percent of 
those reading this will feel their earlobes to see if they are attached.") then this is the book for you. But if you think 
this book is going to deliver what the title says, you are set for disappointment:"Number Freaking" - seems to imply 
that the author is doing interesting and unusual things with numbers, but this is not it! Here's an example from the 
book: take your girlfriend's weight, divide it by 16 oz, and multiply the result times $2.50. That's how much your 
girlfriend is worth in beer! Did we gain some hidden insight?And where does the author/publisher get off claiming that 
anything contained in this book will change the world? All it does is waste your time and mental energy by filling your 
head with useless information. AT BEST this would be a good book to help kids with basic arithmetic.My final 
disappointment is that this book has been published by the "Disinformation Company" who is known for publishing a 
series of books written to expose just that. I find the title of this book itself disinformation.0 of 1 people found the 
following review helpful. An engaging study.By Midwest Book ReviewYou'd expect the topic to be statistics with a 
title like NUMBER FREAKING: HOW TO CHANGE THE WORLD WITH DELIGHTFULLY SURREAL 
STATISTICS: not so: in fact, it has nothing to do with accounting or statistics. It's a compilation of 'absurd arithmetic' 
and covers everything from calculating how many people on Earth are drunk in a given moment to wondering if 
America will eventually collide with Japan, or how many lightning flashes there are every year. An engaging 
study.Diane C. DonovanCalifornia Bookwatch

This isn't a book of statistics and it isn't a book of science. It has nothing whatsoever to do with actuaries or 
accountants. Number Freaking is a book of surreal sums and absurd arithmetic: it's doodling with numbers, doing 
sums in your head just for fun, playing dice with the universe. It's the art of putting numbers where none existed before 
to take an off-the-wall peek behind the curtains at how numbers rule our lives. It's about taking numbers that were 
never meant to be in the same room, crashing them together and seeing what comes out the other end. Number 
Freaking reveals the low drama of life, the unexpected realities and unforeseen truths that emerge only when numbers 
are tested to destruction.How long would it take to drive your car to the moon?How many people on Earth are drunk 
right now?If you were falling from the world's tallest building, would you have time to phone a friend to say 
goodbye?Which is more crowded: Jakarta, an IKEA store or Hell?How long will it take for America to eventually 
collide with Japan?What's a decent boyfriend worth in chocolate?Discover for yourself how far you walk in a lifetime, 
how many people have ever lived and how to cure world debt in this essential guide to modern life.
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