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David MacEnulty : My First Book of Chess Tactics  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised My First Book of Chess Tactics: 

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. One of the best books, if not the best book ever written ...By Steven 
I. DankoOne of the best books, if not the best book ever written on chess tactics. The presentation is not just excellent, 
it is outstanding. Each chapter is devoted to a specific tactic, with an overview of the central idea behind the tactic and 
how it can be utilized. This is followed by a gamut of puzzles to help the reader find the tactic and apply it to gain the 
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advantage in a given position. The puzzles are well thought out, well composed by the author and are fun to do. In 
scope, they range from simple to intermediate to quite challenging. The illustrations are superb- clear and crisp. When 
I opened the book. it grabbed me right away. I was pulled right into it and was hooked immediately. Mr. MacEnulty is 
not only an excellent player but an excellent writer and teacher as well. You simply cannot go wrong in purchasing 
this volume. It's worth the price of admission many times over. Anyone who wants to improve their playing ability can 
do no better than to purchase this wonderful work. This book and its author belong in the Chess Hall of Fame!2 of 2 
people found the following review helpful. Personally i like it that I'm able to read this book without ...By Tony 
MeyerThis is a superb book for beginner-intermediate level chess players. Well organized and the answers to the 
puzzles are conveniently in small print at the bottom of the page. Personally i like it that I'm able to read this book 
without a chess-board. Also convenient. The examples such as "removing the guard" are well explained.2 of 2 people 
found the following review helpful. Fantastic beginner book on tacticsBy MartinA fantastic beginner book on tactics! 
Great for people who only know how to move the pieces. Chapter sampling: en prise (unguarded), take a more 
valuable piece, more (or better) attackers than defenders, fork, pin, skewer, discovery or discovered check, double 
check, overload or overworked piece, remove the guard, deflection, decoy, trapping. Explains chess notation. Has 
short sample games. I wish I had had such a book when I started playing. Hundreds of beginner rating points will be 
owed to this book.

Tactics Are Tops!My First Book of Chess Tactics is a thorough introduction to this vital aspect of playing winning 
chess.Tactics are the tricks and techniques you use to surprise and ambush your opponent. The more you know about 
tactics, the better youll play the game and the more games you will win. In My First Book of Chess Tactics you will: 
Learn the ideas behind tactical patterns and how to name them See how to focus on a position to find tactical patterns 
Practice tactics by solving realistic puzzles Recognize not only what you can do to your opponent, but what your 
opponent can do to you.
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