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Alexei Dreev : Moscow Anti-Moscow Variations  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised Moscow Anti-Moscow Variations: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. I see where an earlier rating tanked this book, ...By Thought DancerI 
see where an earlier rating tanked this book, the writer did so because he was confused and thought the book may have 
been one on the subject of the Moscow Variation played in the Grand Prix system of the Sicilian Defense (this 
variation is not seen so much in tournaments)... Not so! Only through the reader's limited knowledge of chess theory 
could one make such a mistake... Any time a knowledgeable chess player sees Moscow Variation and Anti-Moscow 
Variation in the same sentence we know that the subject discussed is the semi-Slav Defense... Grandmaster Dreev is 
an expert on this subject and all of his book on the subject should be on the shelf of any player rated over 2000 who 
plays 1. d2-d4....1 of 13 people found the following review helpful. Caution!: This book is not what you think.By 
GNGWhen you mention Moscow Variation and the book does any kind of clarification on the outside, and the seller 
does not care about putting a"Look inside" to explain what sells, most chess players think of the famous Sicilian 
variant (remember Kasparov vs World 1999; Carlsen's games etc). For it is not!!,the book has nothing to do with the 
Sicilian variant.When you want to return it because "Not what what I expected" the problems begin with the seller 
(THE HOUSE OF STAUNTON).The rate is for The House of Staunton and not for the book.

Dreev is a leading expert on opening theory. The Moscow Variation and the Anti-Moscow Gambit are his "trademark" 
systems. Alexey Dreev: "The positions arising in the Moscow variation and the Anti-Moscow variation are in principle 
so different that I have decided to arrange the material in the two parts of the book in different fashion too. The part of 
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the book, which deals with the analysis of the plans and possibilities in the much calmer Moscow variation can be 
compared to a thorough guide of the series "street by street". The positions in the Anti-Moscow variation are much 
more dynamic and complicated and the task to analyze absolutely all the situations is presently impossible. Still, I have 
tried to deal with practically all really important variations. The most fashionable positions have been extensively 
analyzed and I have given some recommendations, which have not been tested in practice yet (..) The Moscow 
variation and the Anti-Moscow variation are an integral part of the opening armour of practically all the best chess 
players in the world (Some of them even play it for both sides...). Among the super-experts who play it with Black, it 
would be sufficient to name Viswanathan Anand, Vassily Ivanchuk, Boris Gelfand, Levon Aronian, Peter Leko, Peter 
Svidler, Sergey Karjakin and they all have contributed considerably to the development of its theory. The players who 
have set the standard of fashion in its development for White are Vladimir Kramnik, Magnus Carlsen, Veselin 
Topalov, Ruslan Ponomariov,Alexander Khalifman, Alexander Grischuk, Teimour Radjabov, Shakhriyar 
Mamedyarov, (..) etc. Garry Kasparov has contributed immensely to the theory of both systems.


