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This major work of the famous Russian chess openings theorist Alexei Sokolsky is distinguished by its original 
approach to the subject. Whereas other standard books deal with openings mainly in the form of lines and variations, 
Sokolsky's is a distinctive and analytical treatment. The effect of the openings on the game as it proceeds is explained 
and developed. Opening theories are shown to develop by a natural transition into plans for the middle-game and this 
is illustrated with copius examples from modern tournament practice. Especially valuable is Sokolsky's concentration 
on the influence and use of not only the central squares of the board but also those important squares that are 
contiguous to the center. He reveals how certain key openings are almost completely concerned with the exploitation 
of those squares. He also provides a seclection of minature games which are chiefly to be enjoyed but which will of 
course be immensely helpful in developing the player's opening game. The translators and editors both leading chess 
experts and writers have succeeded in producing a text that is outstanding for its clarity and readability. This book is in 
DESCRIPTIVE NOTATION. That is the moves are described by 1. P-K4 P-QB4 2. N-KB3 N-QB3 3. B-N5

About the AuthorAlexey Pavlovich Sokolsky, the author, was an international master. He used the opening named 
after himself to defeat grandmasters Flohr and Kotov and drew gramndmasters Keres, Geller, Kholmov and Lilienthal 
with this opening. Alexey Pavlovich Sokolsky was born 5 November 1908. He was twice Ukrainian Champion (1947 
and 1948) and was Belarus Sub-Champion in 1958. He also played in the Soviet Championship in 1944 and 1949. He 
was the first Soviet Correspondence Chess Champion (194851). He wrote a dozen chess books of which this was the 
most famous along with Sokolski Debut 1. b2-b4 ISBN 9784871875929. He died on 27 December 1969. Harry 
Golombek was a British international master. Born in London on March 1, 1911, he was British Champion in 1947, 
1949 and 1955. He played on nine English Olympiad teams from 1935 to 1962. He wrote extensively on the game of 
chess and was chess editor for the London Times 1945-89. He died on January 7, 1995 in England. Nothing is known 
about E. Strauss except that the inside cover flap says that he is a leading chess expert and writer. He has been 
associated with several other chess books that have been translated from Russian into English. 


