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Jon Eelman Sp, Neil McDonald : Modern Defence (Everyman Chess)  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Modern Defence (Everyman Chess): 

8 of 10 people found the following review helpful. Nice book!By A CustomerWhat a boon to players of the Modern, 
to have this excellent collection of modern annotated games by wuch gifted writers as Speelman and McDonald. This 
is a most welcome addition to my "Modern" library, which includes the two works by Stephen Gerzadowicz, Winning 
with the Modern by Norwood, and Chee Master Meets Chess Amateur, also by Norwood. I am well-equipped to play 
my favorite opening, and it is one that I will be able to play as black probably 80% of my games!0 of 1 people found 
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the following review helpful. Five StarsBy British_BillExcellent coverage of this system.15 of 16 people found the 
following review helpful. Excellent opening, excellent book, all you need as blackBy reviewerparexecBelieve it or not 
but there is a single opening that allows you to meet, E4, D4 C4 or virtually anything else that can be thrown at you. 
Yes its the Modern, why its not a lot more popular escapes me perhaps its because you have to play a passive first 7 to 
10 moves. Maybe it falls in the gap of knowledge that you need to understand when to counterattack, which comes 
only with experience. The Co-author Jon Speelman was a world championship semi finalist and continues to be one of 
England's best GMs. There are 51 full games, players include Gulko, Anand, Petrosian, Yusupov, Gurevich, Polgar, 
Shirov all top class players. The Modern is full of ideas and easy to learn but I suspect hard to master at the highest 
levels. At the GM level you want an aggressive attacking opening with deep lines that allow you to introduce an 
innovation on move 18 and ambush your opponent! Opening books fall into two categories, lots of full games and 
limited variations or partial games and a mass of variations. This book follows the first approach, which is why you 
should use MCO or NCO as well to flesh out the variations. Better still use "Winning with the Modern first" or jointly 
(Like I did). Key variation is 3) , c6 this avoids the Austrian attack (With all its theory) and still retains excellent 
chances. What this book delivers is a master strength opening that will allow you to perform 100 Elo points above you 
rating if playing someone who does not know how to meet the Modern. At the very least you will be in an opening that 
you will be more familiar with than your opponent. At the higher levels there are more popular openings but in terms 
of maximizing your time this book will give you a solid opening with the minimum effort. Book quality is excellent as 
is lay out, most pages have two diagrams per page. In my opinion the book as a games collection is worth the price 
especially if you are paying $6.99. A little bit about myself, I am returning back to chess after a long lay off, three of 
the guys from college that I used to beat very easily are now Fide Masters so I figure that once I am booked up I 
should by at the IM level shortly. 4 Stars as I feel you need to use MCO to fully implement your knowledge from this 
book.

The Modern Defence leads to sharp and dynamic positions from the very first moves. Black concedes space in the 
centre with a view to launching a counter-attack based on his powerful bishop fianchetto. When it works, the Modern 
Defence is truly a spectacular weapon, and this books will show you how you can put it to use in your own games

From the Back CoverThe Modern Defence leads to sharp and dynamic positions from the very first few moves. Black 
concedes space in the center with a view to launching a counterattack based on his powerful bishop fianchetto. As 
leading grandmasters such as Alexei Shirov, Mikhail Gurevich and Jon Speelman himself have shown on numerous 
occasions, when it works, the Modern Defence is truly a spectacular weapon. This book will show you how to put it to 
use in your own games. (6 x 9, 160 pages, diagrams) 


