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Neil McDonald : Modern Chess Miniatures  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth 
my time, and all praised Modern Chess Miniatures: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Neil McDonald is the perfect combination of chess teacher and 
writerBy New England ReviewerNeil McDonald is the perfect combination of chess teacher and writer. There are 
those who have gifted understanding into chess positions, but struggle to 'reduce' the information down to a level that 
an under 1500 adult, for example, can grasp. McDonald's writing not only reveals the gift of teaching, but adds 
elements of humor that leave the reader not only better educated in chess, but employs the means of holding the 
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reader's interest. His chess books are like a "chess library" all unto themselves.3 of 3 people found the following 
review helpful. One of my favorite books on miniaturesBy A.J. Goldsby I(June 2005) This book is already ten years 
old ... and I have owned it for a very long time.Read the other reviews here, they all say that this is a good book. 
McDonald was a very young writer when he wrote this, he spent a great deal of time on this volume, and it is apparent 
from the first time that you pick this book up.Most authors just splash the game across the page with broad, vivid 
strokes, often they are content to let the moves speak for themselves. Not so for Mr. Neil McDonald, his love of chess 
is evident - he spends time telling you how the game was played, how the combination could have been improved - in 
short, he gives you most of the information and detail that other (more experienced?) authors could not be bothered 
with.Why should you study miniatures? Well ... there are a lot of good answers to this question.# 1.) You quickly learn 
tactics.# 2.) You learn how to punish your opponent's mistakes, especially in the early part of a chess game.# 3.) If you 
study enough games of this type, it will definitely improve your overall feel for the game.# 4.) Just because it is fun!!!I 
love this book, when I used to work nights at a local radio station, I studied this book for around an hour every single 
night. I really like McDonald's work ... he has written enough books now to show that he is a good author - and that he 
is here to stay.I did not give this book five stars ... for reasons that have nothing to do with chess. --- The diagrams are 
not 100%, the print is fading, and the pages are rapidly yellowing. ALSO - the binding has come apart on two of these 
books ... but I will readily admit that intense wear could have been the cause. (This is like my third or fourth copy of 
this book.) But I honestly do not think these are serious issues, many of you may not even notice these flaws.I wholly 
endorse this book - the quality of the writing is well above the standard most authors normally set for a book of this 
type. McDonald - by turns - instructs, delights and amazes his readers. (Recommended.)10 of 11 people found the 
following review helpful. Pure FunBy s. cunninghamGreat little book in you enjoy playing over miniatures (games 
won in under 30 moves). Over 50 games by players such as Kasparov, Kamsky, Kramnik, etc. that are well annotated. 
Games are grouped by theme to illustrate attacking methods.

Cadogan Books, 1995. Paperback. Book Condition: Very Good. 1857441664 Every player enjoys defeating their 
opponents in double-quick time. In this book, International Master Neu McDonald presents a varied selection of 
'miniature' games (games in which one player or the other wins in under 30 moves) from modern master games. Each 
game is chosen for its instructive qualities and annotated in detail, and the games are grouped by theme to illustrate 
how the reader can win more miniatures themselves. * More than fifty miniature games annotated in depth * Games 
by Kasparov, Kamsky, Shirov and many other leading grandmasters 150 pages


