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Neil McDonald : Concise Chess Middlegames  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised Concise Chess Middlegames: 

6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. Small book chock full of immense instructionBy Boomer49This has 
great practical value in that all the examples clearly show the theme the author presents. He is better than most other 
authors who show well know classical games with a few pithy comments. All games display intense fighting both on 
offense and defense. Do not be put off by a book that is no larger than your hand.6 of 8 people found the following 
review helpful. Decent chess bookBy BrianAlbrightIt's aim is to help you understand some basic strategies. It reviews 
world champion and grandmaster games, by selecting tactical positions that are difficult to understand. It would be 
helpful to actually have PGN versions of the games so you can follow along more clearly (don't expect to do it all in 
your head).The book is not actually that concise, it's actually pretty long and unfocused, but it is still a tiny tiny book 
(almost the size of a coaster). Some areas are better focused than others.I can't say if it is affecting my skill much, but 
on occasion some good advice is given.6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. This is one of the best single 
volume middlegame book aroundBy Chess amateurFor the club player 1600-2000, this is one of the best single 
volume Middlegame book around. McDonald does a great job explaining the most important topic in the Middlegame. 
It is difficult to cover the Middlegame in just one book, but this is one of few books that I think many club players will 
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learn a great deal when studying it.

Some might say that it is impossible to learn middlegames in the same manner as the more structured parts of chess: 
the opening and the endgame. However, although it's true to say that middlegame play is generally more difficult to 
categorize, there are still many aspects that can be taught and studied in an effective way. In this easy-to-read pocket-
sized guide, Grandmaster Neil McDonald concentrates on the fundamentals of middlegame play, including attacking 
and defending the king, good and bad pieces, and strong and weak pawn formations. At the same time, McDonald is 
careful not to swamp readers with too much information. He provides simply enough material so that they can enter 
this part of the game with the knowledge and confidence they require. Concise Chess Middlegames is a perfect 
addition to McDonald's other two books in this series: Concise Chess Endings and the best-selling Concise Chess 
Openings.Highlights:*Written by a renowned middlegames expert*Includes all critical topics of the 
middlegame*Pocket book ideal for club and tournament players

From the Back CoverSome might say that it is impossible to learn middlegames in the same way you can with the 
more structured parts of chess: the opening and the endgame. However, although it's true to say that middlegame play 
is generally more difficult to categorize, there are still many aspects that can be taught and studied in an effective way. 
In this easy-to-read pocket-sized guide, Grandmaster Neil McDonald concentrates on the fundamentals of middlegame 
play, including attacking and defending the king, good and bad pieces, and strong and weak pawn formations. At the 
same time, McDonald is careful not to swamp the reader with too much information. He provides simply enough 
material so that you can enter this part of the game with the knowledge and confidence you require. Concise Chess 
Middlegames is a perfect addition to McDonald's other two books in this series: Concise Chess Endings and the best-
selling Concise Chess Openings.*written by a renowned middlegames expert*includes all critical topics of the 
middlegame*a pocket book ideal for club and tournament players 


