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Ludek Pachman was both one of the world's strongest chess grandmasters and one of the world's greatest writers and 
teachers of the game. He led a remarkable and amazing but somewhat tragic life. Although one of the world's strongest 
players who won 15 international tournaments, he never quite made it to the top elite. He won four zonal tournaments 
and played in six Interzonal tournaments, possibly a record, but he missed qualifying to the World Champion 
Candidates Tournament by a half-point twice. He played in Interzonals at Saltsjbaden 1948, Saltsjbaden 1952, 
Gothemburg 1955, Portoroz 1958, Amsterdam 1964 and Manila 1976. Pachman was the first chess grandmaster to 
truly publicly endorse, investigate and recommend computer chess. Pachman played eight tournament games against 
Bobby Fischer, finishing with an even score. His most famous game is his win over Bobby Fischer in Chile in 1959.

About the AuthorLudek Pachman was born in Czechoslovakia on May 11, 1924. The most successful year of his 
career was 1959. After winning the Czechoslovakian championship he went on a South American tour, winning 
tournaments in Mar del Plata (tied with Miguel Najdorf), Santiago, Chile (tied with Borislav Ivkov) and Lima, Peru 
(again tied with Ivkov). On this tour he beat the 16-year-old Bobby Fischer twice. Pachman made an even lifetime 
score against Fischer, +2 ?2 =4 In spite of his great accomplishments as a player, Pachman is now remembered 
primarily as a writer and teacher. He is credited with writing more than 60 chess books. This book, in three volumes, is 
considered his master work. Ludek Pachman died on March 6, 2003 in Passau, Germany 


