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Emanuel Lasker : Common Sense in Chess, New 21st Century Edition  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Common Sense in Chess, New 21st Century Edition: 

28 of 28 people found the following review helpful. The Kindle Edition of this book is not fit for saleBy 
billforsternzThis is definitely a great book, but unfortunately the Kindle edition is a disgrace. It appears to be 
transcribed from the paper edition with optical character recognition technology. Not a bad idea in itself - but OCR 
inevitably is less than 100% accurate and in this case ABSOLUTELY NO EFFORT HAS BEEN MADE TO 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1888690402


CORRECT THE ERRORS. And so in the Preface we find the book title as "Common ^ense in Cfjessi" instead of 
Common Sense in Chess"! Unfortunately I am not joking. There is huge amounts of other gobbledygook littered 
through the book, rendering it completely unusable. If someone responsible happens to read this, please please please 
withdraw this book. I don't usually get angry about anything much - but in this case it's fortunate I only wasted 
$US0.95 or else I would likely be blowing a gasket over this!7 of 7 people found the following review helpful. 
Horrible Transfer Job in this Kindle VersionBy Mr.Chunky MonkeyThis review is of the kindle edition of the book. 
The book itself is fine if you get it in an edition that is proofread and whose notation is correct. But in this edition there 
are very crude misprints in the move notation which do not correspond with the text. Such mistakes make this edition 
unusable for a user who has no other edition to compare it to.I checked and it looks most of the five star reviews are 
based on paper bound editions of the book not on the user actually reading this edition.0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. "Common Sense in Chess:" a very well-written and useful chess book by Emanuel Lasker, 
intended primarily for club players.By Mike PowersI recently found another Kindle version of a chess book that is 
truly outstanding in every way: Common Sense in Chess by Emanuel Lasker. This Kindle edition was edited by Bruce 
Albertson and published in 2007. It meets all my criteria for what an instructional chess book should be:1. A 
recognized authority on chess wrote it. Emanuel Lasker (1868-1941) was one of the greatest players of all time an 
international Grandmaster and world chess champion for 27 years, from 1894 to 1921.2. It is intended for players with 
average chess playing skills who want to improve their game. Its based upon a series of 12 lectures that Lasker 
delivered to club-level players in London in 1895. In it, he covers such topics as opening principles, the attack, 
defense, and the end game. In each of his ten chapters, he illustrates his points with games by great players of his 
time.3. It is a surprisingly very well written book. Lasker's style isnt as smooth or fluid as Jos Raul Capablancas in 
Chess Fundamentals, but, like Capablanca, his writing is clear, unambiguous, and easy to comprehend. Also like 
Capablanca, he avoids burdening his readers with confusing chess terminology or boring anecdotes about games he 
has either played or observed.4. Common Sense in Chess has two features that are especially praiseworthy. It 
incorporates algebraic notion, which didnt exist in Laskers day. This makes the book very easy to understand for 
current-day readers. Also, there are plenty of large and easy-to-read diagrams throughout the book. (Its one of only a 
handful of Kindle-based chess book Ive seen with decent diagrams.) Third, the print is large and easy to read.5. Even 
though Common Sense in Chess was originally published in 1895, it doesnt seem dated. Lasker stresses fundamental 
chess concepts that are universal and timeless. In the short time Ive had this book, I have learned a lot from it. I use it 
with my computer chess software to review and analyze the principles that Lasker teaches. I think my game is already 
getting better as a result.I should point out that in my downloaded copy of Common Sense in Chess, I saw none of the 
misprints, typos, and other errors that seemed to have plagued earlier Kindle editions and rightfully led to complaints 
from other reviewers. Common Sense in Chess ranks alongside Jos Raul Capablancas Chess Fundamentals as one of 
the two best chess books Ive ever read. Highly recommended.

"Common Sense in Chess," long regarded as a classic both during Laskers lifetime and for generations afterwards. It is 
a masterpiece of compression and exposition, and in the whole of chess literature, there is nothing that quite compares 
with it.

About the AuthorEmanuel Lasker was the second World Chess Champion, holding the title for 27 years, 1894-1921. 
He is considered by many to be the greatest chessplayer ever. He is also famous for the clarity of his instruction and 
annotated games. 


