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Richard Eales : Chess: The History of a Game  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised Chess: The History of a Game: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. SynopsisBy Hugh DaviesNot since Murray's classic work of 1913 
has there been a seriously researched history of chess which is also readable. Eales' Chess - The History of a Game 
takes the reader from the origins of chess over one thousand years ago down to modern competitive play where chess 
may be regarded as a high earning sport. Avoiding idle speculation, Richard Eales concentrates on what can be 
identified through archaeological and written evidence. This book remains the key text for lovers of chess history and 
is regarded by academics and enthusiasts alike as the most reliable work in this area.Richard Eales has played chess 
for England and once tied for second prize in the British championship. He is a noted historian in his own right and 
has been Head of History at the University of Kent in Canterbury.6 of 7 people found the following review helpful. 
Good General History of ChessBy R. M. SnyderThis really nice hardcover book is part of of what I had accuulated as 
a several thousand volume chess library. Call me a chess nut or not, but in order to write about chess you must have 
some sampleS? Ha, Ha, to say the least - chess has made a living for me, therefore, I need to hear what others say 
about it in all fairness.This is in my opinion the second best history of modern chess ever written (well "Murrays" - 
"History of Chess" cannot be beat for the "development of how chess is played" since the beginning of time, and 
"Olson's" - "The Chess Kings" in 2 volumes, cannot be beat for a more modern aspect over the last several hundred 
years).This is a very good book if the last several hundrend years of chess history is what you are after along with 
"The Chess Kings". To be fair I must cetainly recommend getting both for the most comprehensive coverage of 1700 
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to present chess history.10 of 10 people found the following review helpful. The best modern history of chessBy 
Michael RossMurray's A History of Chess (Oxford 1913) covered the early history of chess in great detail; Eales' 
Chess: the history of a game is the only recent work on the 1500-year history of chess by a professional historian. 
Eales covers the history of chess with more emphasis on modern chess than Murray. His judgements are reliable, with 
the many gaps in our knowledge acknowledged. Eales is a strong amateur player, which has helped him cover modern 
chess better than Murray (who was a weak player).The present edition is a reprint of the original hardback edition 
(Batsford 1985). It is essential reading for anyone interested in the subject.

Not since Murray in 1913 has there been a seriously researched history of chess which is also readable. Eales 
concentrates on what can be identified through archaeological and written evidence. The key text for lovers of chess 
history.


