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John Watson : Chess Strategy in Action before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my
time, and all praised Chess Strategy in Action:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. No dogmas in chess! Principles? Rules?By Arturo Freire-BracholM
JWatson shares controversial and interesting ideas that contribute to improve our understanding about chess from
Ninzowitch to Watson. For coach and chess player read this book must be " mandatory" even when you can be
disagree.3 of 8 people found the following review helpful. DisappointedBy Russ FryeNot the book | expected. Not
very helpful in improving a player's game. The book that helps me the most is one where moves are explained clearly
and without excessive "what if" type lines.38 of 41 people found the following review helpful. Another ground-
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breaking work - easily 5 starsBy Bill HewittAs an amateur enthusiast who plays chess only for enjoyment (I do not
even possess a current rating) | feel almost itimidated in trying to review this book. However, as there are many other
amateur players out there, | thought it would be worth sharing my views on why thisis such a great work.The first
thing to note, of course, isthat this book is a sequel to the multi-award-winning SECRETS OF MODERN CHESS
STRATEGY. If you haven't read that book, you should - not because it is essential to the understanding of this one (it
isn't) but because it is a phenomenal book. In CHESS STRATEGY IN ACTION John Watson expands on many
subjects he covered in hisfirst book. The new material isaways put in context by Watson before he elaborates.In his
first book Watson advocated his theory of "rule-independence." He demonstrated how the modern day greats will
sometimes break all established convention regarding general rules on how best to play certain positions. In this
successor, the theory is fleshed out with the help of numerous examples from the games of Anand, Kasparov,
Ivanchuk, Bareev, Topalov etc.So do the old general principles, handed down over generations, still apply? Only
sometimes! Watson has the rare ability to sift great games and find themes overlooked by other commentators. Thus
he is able to show how and why the current chess elite can sometimes violate the golden rules that we were all brought
up on. | must admit that | am abig fan of al of the Gambit books on chess strategy, which all cover different areas
even though the book titles can seem a bit similar. | found CREATIVE CHESS STRATEGY (by Spanish GM Alfonso
Romero) to also contain many excellent examples of rule-independence.Whether or not you subscribe to the complete
Watson philosophy, the material isrich in content, splndidly written and packed with games - the index reveal s around
three hundred players are represented. Like Watson's first book, CHESS STRATEGY IN ACTION is a modern-day
classic.

VOTED 2003 BOOK OF THE YEAR BY READERS OF CHESSCAFE John Watson fleshes out the theory presented
to enormous acclaim in Secrets of Modern Chess Strategy and extends it into new areas. He illustrates the modern
practice of chess with many examples from imaginative players such as Kasparov, Kramnik, Anand, Ivanchuk and
tempestuous innovators such as Shirov and Morozevich. In Secrets of Modern Chess Strategy, Watson broke new
ground by describing the developments in chess strategy since the time of Nimzowitsch. He explained how modern
players are more willing than their predecessors to favour dynamic considerations over static ones, and how they have
increasingly transcended the limiting 'rules which influenced play in earlier times. The dominant results of Garry
Kasparov and the rise of anew generation of supergrandmasters testify to the effectiveness of this dynamic and open-
minded philosophy which has enriched modern chess. Those who enjoyed Secrets of Modern Chess Strategy will
welcome the clarification of important concepts. Chess Strategy in Action can also be read on itsown as an
outstanding collection of modern games with thoughtful and enlightening annotations.

About the Author International Master John Watson is one of the world's most respected writers on chess. In 1999,
Secrets of Modern Chess Strategy, Watson's first book for Gambit, won the British Chess Federation Book of the Y ear
Award and the United States Chess Federation Fred Cramer Award for Best Book. His pupils include the 1997 World
Junior Champion, Tal Shaked.



