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Milton L. Hanauer : Chess Made Simple  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my 
time, and all praised Chess Made Simple: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. So Glad to have Found this Reprint of a Classic Chess BookBy Curt 
RenzI first bought a copy of this book in the summer of 1963, and that fall brought it with me for my freshman year in 
college. Before reading it I knew nothing about established theories for tactics, strategy, openings or endgames. I had 
just been moving pieces in manners that a novice might seem reasonable or inventive against other novices. During 
my first year in college I lived in an apartment with two upperclassmen who played chess quite well. It was advice 
from this book allowed me to play at their level. I was sorry that I lost my copy in a move many years ago. I am so 
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glad to have found this reprint.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Chess made simple.By Douglas H. 
CarlsonI received an earlier edition of this book 59 years ago, when I was 9. It is simple enough for a child, yet has the 
depth to carry a player through life. I lost mine in the flooding of 2011, and was happy to find it still available. I 
bought one for myself, my grandson, and a friend who was learning. a great book.0 of 0 people found the following 
review helpful. Four StarsBy Lawrence O'HairGood basic guide.

Chess Made Simple is one of the most useful and instructive chess books ever written. In spite of the title and the fact 
that is starts off with explaining the legal moves of the pieces, it is NOT a beginners book. It is a book for intermediate 
to advanced players. Even masters will find the exercises, problems and examples in this book useful and instructive. 
It has been used as a source book for generations of scholastic chess coaches and teachers. The author was one of the 
top chess players in the United States. He played in the US Championship four times, 1936, 1938, 1940 and 1951, 
defeating Grandmasters Reuben Fine and Isaac Kashdan in the process. He played on the US Team in the 1928 World 
Chess Olympiad in The Hague. He was Marshall Chess Club champion in 1950-51. There is an article featuring some 
of his games by Grandmaster Andy Soltis in the August 2008 issue of Chess Life magazine. Perhaps what makes this 
book so good is the fact that the author was a professional teacher. He became a public school principal and had an 
office in the New York City Board of Education on Jay Street. In Chess Made Simple, he goes through each of the 
phases of the game and provides instructive examples of each. The latter part of the book includes annotated games by 
grandmasters. His list of topics includes: The Powers of the Pieces Good Moves for the Pieces The Opening Gambits 
Attacks, Defense, Combinations, Counterattacks Checkmate and Stalemate The End Game The Middle Game The 
Openings of Champions The Laws of Chess One interesting feature of this book is it starts off using the algebraic 
notation, which was unusual for its time. This will be a great boon to today's youth, who are too stupid to learn 
descriptive notation.


