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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A combination memoir and editorial promotion of the game of ...By 
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Midwestern guyA combination memoir and editorial promotion of the game of chess. Well worth reading for 
scholastic chess coaches, school administrators, students of the game, mentors and parents of young players.1 of 1 
people found the following review helpful. Fantastic Overview of how Chess Principles relate to All Areas of LifeBy 
TWI often talk with many chess enthusiasts who agree that many of the lessons and principles that represent the 
elements of a successful chess player are directly applicable in all walks of life. It's not difficult to grasp the 
importance of foresight, patience, imagination, strategy, and cause and effect, all of which are key elements of chess. 
Yet few are able to express the connection in a manner that truly conveys the beauty of the game. Chess Grand Master 
Maurice Ashley has done so in his book "Chess for Success" where he outlines all these elements and many 
more.Ashley's friendly and humble demeanor makes this entire book an enjoyable and easy to understand work of art. 
He has filled this book with many real world examples and first hand stories of children whose lives were changed by 
chess. At the heart of his message lies an intriguing truth; that among the complexity of the game can be found simple 
principles. One among them is the value to be found from failure. Said best in his own words, Ashley explains, "A 
fatal blunder in chess only cost one game. The error could be analyzed, poked, prodded, discussed, and even laughed 
at. They (his students) soon saw that mistakes were not the sin - not learning from them was." What a wonderful way 
to express such profound wisdom. Ashley supports his message with considerable scientific studies illustrating the 
powerful positive impact the game of chess has on the attitudes of children.It's obvious that Maurice Ashley is a man 
of considerable principle and exceptionally positive attributes. Upon completion of this book you will understand both 
the value of learning this exciting game as well as the positive ramifications of identifying how the principles relate to 
life. Ashley never deviates from perhaps the most important element, that the game is fun. Is there really any better 
way to learn?0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. GREAT CHOICESBy OschyeThis is a way of life 
which enlighten your decision making when you can anticipate the following moves.I recommend this book to 
everyone.

Maurice Ashley immigrated to New York from Jamaica at the age of twelve, only to be confronted with the harsh 
realities of urban life. But he found his inspiration for a better life after stumbling upon a chess book and becoming 
hypnotized by the game. He would eventually break the chess world's color lines by becoming an International 
Grandmaster in 1999. Ashley realized that chess strategies could be used as an educational tool to help children avoid 
the pitfalls often associated with growing up. In this book, he serves up compelling anecdotes about how chess has 
positively affected young players. He also offers tips on technique, how to make the game fun for children of all ages 
and levels, and how to overcome the myth that chess isn't cool. Through his guidance, readers will understand how 
chess strategies can improve a child's mental agility, creativity, and problem-solving skills. Chess for Success is a 
much-anticipated resource for parents, teachers, counselors, youth workers, and chess lovers.

From BooklistAshley's autobiographical work touts chess' potential to interest kids in education and divert them from 
deleterious influences. Ranking near the pinnacle of professional chess, Ashley skims his career, emphasizing his 
teenage years in 1980s Brooklyn when he was lured into the 64-square universe of chess, saving him from a dangerous 
street life in Brooklyn. Anecdotes about the crazy pranks he and his friends pulled mark the road not taken. On his 
ascent to becoming an international grandmaster in 1999, the first black person to achieve the rank, Ashley 
evangelized chess in schools and coached a Harlem-based team, the Raging Rooks. It won a national championship in 
1991, and the recollections of team alumni dispel common teen notions of chess as hard, slow, and uncool. While not 
overselling chess as a panacea for learning difficulties, Ashley's enthusiasm and inherent role-model status give 
parents and educators valuable inspiration supported by practical information about organizing a school chess 
program. Gilbert TaylorCopyright American Library Association. All rights reserved Chess improves strategic 
thinking, attention span, patience, camaraderie, andsportsmanship. Maurice Ashley is not only an International 
Grandmaster as achess player but also as a teacher and activist. Wynton MarsalisMaurice Ashley has been like a 
brother to me since I was twelve years old. I know the man, I know the competitor, I know the artist, and I know the 
teacher. There is no better source for the abundance of educational potential bubbling from the game of chess. Read 
this book! Josh Waitzkin, International Chess Master and subject of the book and film Searching for Bobby Fischer.Its 
a great message of hope, that chess can be one piece of the puzzle to help our young people shine. Its what we all want 
for our kids. Will SmithFrom the Inside FlapMaurice Ashley immigrated to New York from Jamaica at the age of 
twelve, only to be confronted with the harsh realities of urban life. But he found his inspiration for a better life after 
stumbling upon a chess book and becoming hypnotized by the game's philosophies; his dedication would eventually 
lead him to break the chess world's color lines by becoming an International Grandmaster in 1999. During his ascent to 
chess's pinnacle, Ashley realized that chess strategies could be used as an educational tool to help children avoid the 
pitfalls often associated with growing up. In this book, he serves up compelling anecdotes about how chess has 
positively affected young players. He also offers tips on technique, how to make the game fun for children of all ages 
and levels, and how to overcome the myth that chess isn't cool. Through his guidance and references to various 
developmental theories, readers will understand how chess strategies can improve a child's mental agility, creativity, 



and problem-solving skills."Chess for Success is a much-anticipated resource for parents, teachers, counselors, youth 
workers, and chess lovers. 


