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Iakov Damsky : Chess Brilliancy: 250 Historic Games from the Masters  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Chess Brilliancy: 250 Historic Games from the Masters: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. An Enjoyable Page Turner!By RuminatorI give this book 5 stars 
simply because I enjoy chess books with great games. Bronstein's 'Two Hundred Open Games', is another work I place 
in this category. Damsky does a great job of looking back over note-worthy games of the past, but doesn't bog down 
there. He moves briskly into the modern era and doesn't hold back when it comes to showing the beauty of his selected 
games. Nice annotations that aren't mind numbing (he doesn't get slowed down with too many variations). Again, this 
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is the type of game collection I enjoy - one that keeps you turning the page because you want to see the next amazing 
game. Well done, Iakov Damsky!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Damsky is an excellent writer. I 
have the Russian edition of the ...By Donald ArielI am being a little harsh. Damsky is an excellent writer. I have the 
Russian edition of the book and that is outstanding. It has three hundred games. The present English edition published 
by Everyman is way too short on contents. It advertises that the book has 250 games, whereas, in fact, it has only 217 
games. Why? There is no legitimate reason for that. The publisher is not being honest - that is not expected of the great 
chess players Nunn and Chandler. The notes are in sufficient detail and lucid, and very ably translated by Kenneth 
Neat. Three stars mainly because of the dishonesty of the publisher.8 of 8 people found the following review helpful. 
All the best / mainly from InformantBy A.J. Goldsby IA student of mine purchased this book several weeks ago. Last 
night I went to chess club and I received a copy as a gift. I stayed up for hours reading it. (And going over the games.) 
{I am a chess master that teaches chess (on the Internet) and builds chess sites.}My impressions were as follows:#1.) 
He claims the every first game to receive this prize was the game, Bird-Mason; 1876. (There were games before this 
that were mentioned as best games of various events.)His analysis of that game is too critical. The game is very 
entertaining and quite brilliant - especially for that time period.#2.) I checked several of his analysis versus dozens of 
copies of the "Informants." Sometimes all he did was copy the analysis and notes, and maybe flesh them out with a 
few comments. His analysis is almost word-for-word copies of some analysis that appears in seveal issues of the NIC 
Year-book.#.3) He gives all the games names, some show a sense of humor. Titles like: "Art Imitating Life," and 
"Original Banality." (an oxymoron)I went over close to a dozen games, I found at least two errors in the analysis. 
Some of the analysis is very critical of older games. He does NOT always give all the moves of a game, and I find this 
to be a drawback. He also greatly criticizes some older and well-known brilliancies, (like Bogolyubov-Alekhine, 
Hastings; 1922) but does not substantiate his criticisms. (In fact he is simply regurgitating analysis done by GM's like 
Nunn and Soltis, there seems to be little new work here.) He also gives several famous games that have been thought 
to be total FAKES ... (i.e., Botvinnik - Chekover); and does not even comment on this fact.Having said all this, would 
I buy this book? The answer is yes. But let me give you a few reasons you should NOT buy this book: DON'T buy this 
book if you are looking for chess instruction, or to get better; DON'T buy this book if you hope it will improve your 
game. This is quite simply a book about the most brilliant games of chess ever played. (The annotations are nowhere 
near as instructive as a Nunn or Soltis book.) Now having said that, let me give the following qualification: If you 
purchased this book, and did a systematic study of these games, you would DEFINITELY improve your tactics. Some 
of these games are the best and most intense tactical 'free-for-alls' ever played.This is really a book for a serious chess 
lover. Buy this book if you love chess, and would like a record of all of the most brilliant games ever played. If that is 
your rationale, then this would be a good book to get, and you could spend hundreds of enjoyable hours studying these 
exciting contests. This would also be a good reference book. (250 games.)

What do we understand by brilliancy in chess? The author delves back into history to examine how this concept has 
developed before presenting a dazzling array of brilliant games selected by grandmaster panels for each issue of the 
Yugoslav Chess Informator between 1968 and 1998. Apart from providing hours of pleasure, a study of these 
masterpieces will also help readers to add a sparkle to their own play! 

From the Back CoverWhat do we understand by brilliancy in chess? The author delves back into history to examine 
how this concept has developed, before presenting a dazzling array of brilliant games from the past few decades the 
prize-winners as selected by grandmaster panels for each issue of the Yugoslav Chess Informator between 1968 and 
1998, all of which have been subjected to a critical, computer-based anaylis.Apart from providing hours of pleasure, a 
study of these masterpieces will also surely help to add a sparkle to your own play! 


