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praised Chess Archives: 

Chess Archives is no longer published but in its day it provided the cutting edge of chess opening theory. It was 
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published monthly by a team of Dutch chess opening analysts, headed by former World Champion Dr. Max Euwe. If a 
new opening trick or trap were discovered, one could be sure it would appear soon in Chess Archives. Readers of 
established books like Modern Chess Openings could have an unpleasant surprise when a line the were playing had 
been refuted by new discoveries. That was unlikely to happen to any reader of Chess Archives because the new issues 
would always contain the latest stuff. Bobby Fischer was known to read and devour Chess Archives because he often 
played new lines that had just appeared in Chess Archives. In one famous game where his opponent had followed 
Chess Archives, Fischer had found a bust and refuted it in spectacular fashion.

About the AuthorDr. Max Euwe was world chess champion from 1935 to 1937. He played all of the great players from 
Lasker to Fischer in tournaments and studied all of their games in great detail. He knew more about them and their 
games than anybody else. Max Euwe was born on May 20, 1901 in Amsterdam, Netherlands. He has long been 
regarded as almost an accidental world champion due to the probably not true rumor that Alekhine was drunk when he 
lost the world title to Euwe in a 30-game match in 1935. This has resulted in a controversy that is still being debated 
today: Was Euwe really the strongest player in the world when he won the world championship in 1935? Regardless 
of that issue, Euwe was certainly the most active and prolific writer about the game. He was never a professional 
player. He had a real job. He was a math professor. After retirement he became a chess official. He was president of 
FIDE, the World Chess Federation, from 1970 to 1978. This was during the Cold War and Euwe had to make difficult 
decisions for the good of chess. It was absolutely, definitely because of Euwe that Bobby Fischer got to sit down at the 
board to play a match for the World Chess Championship. Fischer had been disqualified many times along the way, 
the first time being when he refused to play in the US Championship that was a necessary preliminary to the World 
Chess Championship competition. Max Euwe, himself a past world champion, acted as both referee and official at the 
famous Iceland matches in 1972. Max Euwe died on November 26, 1981 in his native Amsterdam at age 80. 


