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Paul Sloane, Des MacHale : Challenging Lateral Thinking Puzzles  before purchasing it in order to gage whether 
or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Challenging Lateral Thinking Puzzles: 

2 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Good Intro to Lateral Thinking PuzzlesBy CustomerI picked up this 
book after completing "Archimedes Bathtub; the Art and Logic of Breakthrough Thinking" by David Perkins. The 
book expounded on the benefits of this genre of mind puzzle, and I wanted to check out some of them for myself. I 
was a bit disappointed in what I found for several reasons; the puzzles were identical to the most common puzzles I 
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had come across (including "There's a man coming home"); many of the same puzzles can be found on any of the 
multiple lateral thinking websites; and finally many of them were so laden with historical knowledge that the problem 
was more a test of trivia knowledge than what could be considered a true lateral thinking puzzle.That being said, the 
book was well put together with good hints and final answers located far enough from the answer so as to prevent 
haphazard skipping ahead to answers. Some of the puzzles were quite ingenious, and there were two review 'tests' 
which allowed you to monitor your progress. It is very clear that the author had spent some time with the puzzles, and 
the illustrations, while corny, did help to break up what would otherwise be a very short book. While the book was 
somewhat disappointing in the aforementioned areas, it did succeed in its most basic claim, and for that reason I would 
recommend it to anyone looking to learn a little bit more about the subject, as I imagine the book to be as good as any 
available (who knows, I may yet read a second).If you are already well-versed in lateral thinking puzzles, this might 
not be the book for you. If you are looking to find out more about them, this is probably as good a place to start as 
any.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Lateral Thinking Puzzles for EveryoneBy Darla ChristopherThis 
book offers categories, and all around absorbing puzzles. I used some in a group setting, with people from ages 16-78. 
Everyone enjoyed these and requested another "session".16 of 16 people found the following review helpful. Thinking 
puzzles that will keep you in suspense!By A CustomerThis book holds 91 thought-provoking puzzles. They're 
separated into several categories for their difficulty, and for each problem there is a series of clues, then the surprising 
answer. You can tell Paul Sloane put a lot of thought into his puzzles because they're simple but never what you'd 
guess.For example, an "easy" question is, "There were six apples in a basket and six girls in the room. Each girl took 
one apple, yet one apple remained in the basket. How come?" This question alone got me hooked because the problem-
solving is so far out! Tell your friends these puzzles and keep them guessing for hours!

Lateral thinking is the key to solving these tantalizing puzzles. Packed with hundreds of brain teasers and 
mathematical problems, the book will test kids' powers of logic, and patience! "The logic, reasoning, and calculating 
required by the problems...will delight and torment puzzle fans."--Booklist. "Ninety-one how come' mysteries....We 
never get enough of these."--Games. 


