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Maxim Chetverik, Alexander Der Raetsky : Catalan before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would
be worth my time, and all praised Catal an:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Four StarsBy GNGVery goodl of 3 people found the following
review helpful. Very Nicely WrittenBy P.R. GaffneyWhile there are not alot of ways to confront the Catalan the
authors, nonetheless find ways to talk about all of them and give good advice, not just variations, on how to deal with
them.6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. ExcellentBy Fredrik JosefssonThe last book my Raetsky


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1857443462

Chetverik that | read was a shallow Starting-Out book on the Ben-Oni.l was concerned this book would be the same.
However, it isvery different. "The Catalan” is an in-depth book, full of words and wisdom. The amount of variations
arejust right for aplayer of my level (2000), and the strategical motifs are well explained.The book consists of sample
games, 95 games on the 190 pages. For each new chapter thereis a brief introduction and afterwards a brief summary.
The games are analyzed to the end which | think is very important and too often ignored, and they are also full length
games with endgames. Evaluation of positionsis done with words rather than Informator-style, which | think every
book below grandmaster should do. All in al, what better way isthere to learn?The Catalan is quite a beautiful
opening. It has the deep strategical ideato make some fundamentally good moves, and enter into a comfortable
endgame. Such away of playing is not to everyonestaste, but | think that anyone who enjoyesto play with the king's
bishop fianchetto can appreciate it. As the authors say in the beginning: "Between the authors there exists aimost a
lifetime of dedication to the Catalan Opening. This positionally oriented opening fits our classical style perfectly and
has brought us much pleasure in our chess careers."A review by awriter on another site suggested the level for this
book is 2200+. | disagree. Not only do i think 2000 is sufficient, | also think that anyone with an interest in these type
of positions will be happy to read the book and benefit from it.Still, the Catalan can also be used for more aggressive
play, if the position allowsit.l think it is very telling that the authors know what they write about very well. The main
variations aways gets the most coverage, and no important side variations are ignored. Important games are included,
asfar as| can tell. The players are usually strong GMs, from Alekhine to Kramnik.Another thing | value very much is
that the book doesn't take sides. It does not pretend to give the reader away to play with either side that is safe, easy to
learn, fun, and areal killer (strangely, many books are written like that). | estimate the win ration of the included
gamesto be 50 (white) -30 (draws) -20 (black), quite normal. There are hardly any books on the Catalan out there. That
may be amain reason to give this book the highest grade of 5 stars, sinceiit is probably the best one currently.

The Catalan is one of the most popular openings and a favorite of many of the world's leading players. Its rich tactical
and positional subtleties provide an excellent platform for players wishing to improve their overall understanding of
the game. In this groundbreaking book, Alexander Raetsky and Maxim Chetverik provide a comprehensive coverage
of this opening, outlining the most common plans and tactics for both White and Black, and studying the latest
theoretical developmentsin the most important variations. This book isamust for die-hard Catalan fans and those
wishing to take up this fashionable opening.* Played by the world's top Grandmasters* Written by leading openings
theoreticians® |deas, strategies and tactics discussed for both sides

From the Back CoverThe Catalan is one of the most popular openings and a favorite of many of the world's leading
players. Itsrich tactical and positional subtleties provide an excellent platform for players wishing to improve their
overal understanding of the game. Alexander Raetsky and Maxim Chetverik provide a comprehensive coverage of
this opening, outlining the most common plans and tactics for both White and Black, and studying the latest theoretical
developments in the most important variations. This book isamust for die-hard Catalan fans as well as for those
wishing to take up this fashionable opening.Played by the world's top Grandmasterswritten by leading openings
theoreticiansl deas, strategies and tactics discussed for both sides



