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Roy Hughes : Card by Card: Adventures at the Bridge Table  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not 
it would be worth my time, and all praised Card by Card: Adventures at the Bridge Table: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. a fine bridge book!By David W. StraightIf you're looking for a book 
that has hands similar to what you'd see in newspaper bridge columns, you're really in the wrong place here! This is a 
lively mixture of defense and declarer play. Some of the hands were played by the author, others are lifted from other 
books and given a fictional setting (where the author plays the hand)--but credit is always given. What you get is a 
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great deal (no pun intended) of depth and the author's thoughts as the hands played out. The average number of pages 
for the 58 deals is 4 pages.A typical hand might present the author with 3 different squeeze possibilities--each of 
which will work for a different distribution. You need to analyze the possible distributions to come up with 
probabilities--squeeze A might work 34% of the time, B 28% and C 24%, for example. But you must also look for any 
clues that might suggest that certain distributions are more likely than others, based on the bidding or the play to stage 
at which you must decide which squeeze to try. The hands are not nice easy hands, and most are such that you cannot 
decide the best way to play before trick 1--although quite a few hands require very careful thought by declarer (or east) 
at trick 1. Duck? Win the trick in dummy? Or in declarer's hand? Or for east, similar problems. Of course, some 
newspaper bridge columns present similar trick 1 problems--but never requiring a depth of analysis that you see here. 
The strength is that you're following the author's thought processes--he isn't just telling you what to do. There are 
hands where the author goes down--the opponents have been too subtle or tricky. So--a most enjoyable book!

Card By Card gives the reader a chance to watch an expert play a number of hands, either as declarer or defender. 
Most of the hands come from the author's own experience in top-level play.

About the AuthorRoy Hughes is a Canadian bridge expert who has played in a number of World Championships. His 
previous book was Building a Bidding System which was the runner-up in the International Bridge Press Association 
Book of the Year Award in 2005. 


