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Paul Jasmin : California Dreaming before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time,
and all praised California Dreaming:

10 of 10 people found the following review helpful. Not so much wistful as soporificBy Andrew M cconaghyPaull
Jasmin isnow in his seventies, and he has had an interesting life, according to the autobiography which prefaces this
book. He now teaches photography in Pasadena, and finds his subjects amongst the children of friends, and his
students.This book is interesting, because 30 of its pages are devoted to young women, 9 are miscellaneous
architectural/still life, and perhaps 40 pages are devoted to rather good looking, chaste young men. And the subjects
are placed in rather opulent surrounds. But | was disappointed, because a) | imagined this book was devoted to young
men and b) things are alittle too wistful and neutral for me.At first | thought | would return the book for credit, but
now | think | will keep it, because it is a quality production - printed on heavy paper with lavish endpapers taken from


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=3869300302

the wallpaper in one of the photos. There is an index to the photos at the back of the book, but because the book is
unpaginated thisis all but useless. The book is published by the German publisher Steidl and they have done afine job
with it.If you would like to know some more about Paul Jasmin, without committing to purchase this book, then |
recommend you visit the Homotography website - it could be an education for you! 1 of 1 people found the following
review helpful. stunning natural light portraits!By Vien TranWhat gorgeous photographs. | didnt know who Paul
Jasmin was until i saw this book on the shelf at Tower records in tokyo. It instantly grabbed me. His natural light
portraits are simply masterful and stunning. So happy i bought this book!9 of 13 people found the following review
helpful. Classic young beauty and poignant photography.By Andrew B. Hurvitzl have been alongtime fan of Paul
Jasmin, whaose photography represents the quintessential Southern California dream of beauty, light and naturalism;
but underlying it all isan elegiac, lonely, wistful, poignant sense of life as atemporary and exquisite moment which
only apicture may capture.To those who know Mr. Jasmin's style, you will find much that is familiar in this book,
down to the posture of the models, and the rooms in which they are filmed..... Old Hollywood apartments, golden
rooftops; mesmerizing models sprawled on beds, in lounge chairs, on patterned and furry rugs; nobody is older than
23. It isaplace of dreams for those who are mostly lost in thought.Interspersed with portraits, are various moody
landscape phaotographs of alost-in-thought Los Angeles: a hose floats in atrapezoidal swimming pool overlooking a
valley; a Porsche ascends a shady driveway; a cat sits alone on a stone wall; the Chateau Marmont sign is nestled in
palms. Nothing isforced, nothing is digital, yet it all captures what life feels like in the lonely, sprawling, formless
incubator of sunshine and noir.

California Dreaming is photographer Paul Jasmin's celebration of the climate and the youth of Los Angeles, acity he
has lovingly documented in previous volumes such as Hollywood Cowboy and Lost Angeles. Most of the photographs
printed here were shot in and around Jasmin's fascinating apartment on Wilshire Boulevard (in a building that William
Randolph Hearst once bought as alove-nest for Marion Davies), and express both the dreams of the youths Jasmin
photographs and Jasmin's own candidly vicarious reveling in their youth and the future before them:"that is my fantasy
life," he avows, "they keep me dreaming." California Dreaming makes the ultimate argument for Los Angelesas a
golden mirage of both glamorous aspiration and sunsoaked leisure, and also describes Jasmin's additional roles as a
teacher at the Art Center College of Design in Pasadena-where he meets most of his subjects in this monograph- and
as alegendary Hollywood host and connoisseur of the city's many charms.

About the AuthorPaul Jasmin was born in Helena, Montanain 1935. He lives and works in Los Angeles where he
teaches at the Art Center College of Design in Pasadena, California. His previous book Hollywood Cowboy was
published in 2002. Heisaregular contributor to L'Uomo, Vogue, Teen Vogue, W, Vogue Homme, Jane, and
Interview.



