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Roy Hughes : Building a Bidding System  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my 
time, and all praised Building a Bidding System: 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. An absolute must in your bridge libraryBy Amnon HarelI've been 
playing bridge and reading about it for about 25 years.This is the only book I ever read that discusses how to build a 
bidding system.Building a bidding system is as basic as choosing which convention you use, based on which fit your 
general bidding approach, style of bidding, and each other.Seriously. Read that again.If you haven't read that book, the 
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odds are long you've never been exposed to the BASICS of how to make those decisions. How is that better than 
someone who's never read a book on defensive card play?Time and time again I hear solid club players (in the US, 
France, and Israel) draw completely the wrong conclusions from their experience at the table, especially when it 
comes to bidding. They ask the wrong questions, and from the answers draw the wrong conclusions. How could they 
know better if they don't have the basics?OK, there's a bit more here than "how to think". Some of the examples 
Hughes drops are so useful they immediately made their way into all my partnerships. And I'd love to see his system 
of responses to natural opening bids fleshed out. But that's not the point. The point is that he teaches how to think 
about bidding. If you have, or aspire to have, a serious partnership, you need to read this. It's that simple.0 of 0 people 
found the following review helpful. For serious Bridge Players that love the game; the Author is an excelleant writer. 
Not for Kindle PC but works on iCloud Reader.By XtraPortlyI like the authors style and feel I gained an appreciation 
for the trade offs between complexity and thoroughness. I gained a basic knowledge of, and appreciation for, relays 
even though never expect to use them to any extent. It made me appreciate even more the system and conventions 
settled on with seious partners.It is well done but not for everyone.I should indicate you can not read it with Kindle for 
PC because the suit symbols are not properly presented; you must read it on the iCloud reader and that works great.. I 
expect I will re-read the book because I started by trying to read with Kindle for PC and now want to make notes and 
book marks.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Better than a toy box full of bidding gimmicks.By Ed 
GeorgeI'm not a life master, and I won't be able to use much of what I read at the level of games I attend. For one thing 
Hughes does not limit his advice to General Alert Chart rules. That said, the logic in building a fully integrated system 
is very helpful in building judgment even while using simpler systems. I found it far more useful than learning 
simplistic guidlines and bidding apps that can be used on any platform. And maybe some day I will be able to process 
the amount of information at one time that the perfect bidding system could provide. Until then, I'll refine what I can 
use.

This book discusses the theory of bridge bidding for advanced players, with emphasis on the principles behind an 
effective bidding system. These include the concepts of Useful Space, Relays, Transfers and Dialogue Bidding, as well 
as creative ideas about Slam Bidding and Deception. The book addresses the conflicting requirements for a system that 
is at the same time robust and antagonistic, but also accurate. ROY HUGHES is a Canadian bridge expert who has 
played in a number of World Championships. His background in mathematics and linguistics has led him to think a 
great deal about the theory and structure of effective bidding systems. Roy is also an accomplished musician, a talent 
he shares with his wife, Erika.


